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30 November 2024
FIRST CIRCULAR - CALL FOR PAPERS
The Organising Committee of the 8th International Congress on Black Sea Antiquities extend an invitation to all interested scholars to participate in the forthcoming Congress, either by contributing a paper or by attending as a discussant in the proceedings. The official languages of the Congress are English, French and German. Its specific subject is the Black Sea: General Trends and Local Traditions in the Black Sea Area (7th c BC–5th/6th c AD). 
The Congress will be held at the University of Warsaw, which has a long tradition in archaeological research on the northern shores of the Black Sea.
The Proceedings of the Congress will be published by Archaeopress, Oxford. Those of the previous congress (Thessaloniki 2022) are with publisher and will be out as soon as possible (from the same publisher). The Congress is composed provisionally of four working sessions (see below), beginning on September 14th, 2026 (participants to arrive on September 13th). Once we have all proposals in hand, we may revise the format slightly to account for numbers and balance.
Since there will be no parallel sessions, the number of oral presentations will be limited to 8-10 papers (each of 15 minutes’ duration) per session. This means that not all submissions will be accepted for oral presentation but, to allow maximum participation, we are planning large poster sessions parallel to the oral proceedings, and scholars are strongly encouraged to offer their papers as posters. Posters are not secondary or second class: they will be published just like the oral presentations without distinction. The sessions have broad titles in order to encourage the submission of papers presenting current approaches and trends in scholarship. The main criteria for the selection of contributions will be originality and quality of research. Results from recent or current projects, innovation in methodology, and the exploration of lesser known areas will be given a high priority. We wish to cover as large a geographical and chronological range as possible. We reserve the right to assign any accepted paper to a poster session. Participants will be notified well in advance of the Congress date. A Congress web-site will be prepared soon. Information will be given in the Second Circular.

Abstracts no longer than 300 words should be submitted by OCTOBER 31st, 2025 at the latest (this deadline is strict), though earlier submission is welcome. No submission without an abstract will be given consideration though participation without a paper is welcome provided that a Participation Form be filled in. All accepted abstracts will be made available in print during the Congress and on a web-site before the Congress. 
Please note that abstracts must be placed in the appropriate part of the participation form.
Planned Sessions:

= Opening Session and Opening Lectures

- Session 1. The problems of early Greek colonisation on the Black Sea. A Session 

devoted to Gocha R. Tsetskhladze and his works.
- Session 2. Greeks and indigenous peoples: mutual relations, cultural interactions, influences on material culture.
- Session 3. New powers in the Black Sea region: Romans, Byzantines, Goths and Huns.
- Session 4. New Excavations and Projects.
= Closing Session

During the opening reception there will be a book launch ceremony.

The Participation Fee
The fee will be 200 Euros for participants and 100 Euros for spouses/accompanying persons. This will include: (1) lunches (2) tea/coffee breaks; (3) welcome cocktail reception; (4) farewell cocktails and canapés; (5) Congress folder; (6) all printed material (programme, summaries, etc.); (7) city map; (8) a one-day city excursion on September 16th (see below). Detailed information on payment the fees will be given in Third Circular.
Excursions
Mid-Congress Excursion, September 16th 
Guided tour of Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów Palace museum, early lunch, and afternoon guided tour of National Museum in Warsaw.
Post-Congress Excursion, September 19th–21st 

Three days: Cracow (including visits to National Museum in Cracow, St. Mary’s Basilica, Wawel Royal Castle, etc.).
Detailed information, together with pricing, will be given in the Third Circular.

Accommodation
A list of recommended hotels with a conference discount will be given in the Third Circular, which will be sent in spring 2026 to all returning the participation form.
Participation Form
The form is on the last page of this circular. Please complete it and return it by the deadline of October 31st, 2025 (earlier would be most welcome) to James Hargrave, by e-mail attachment and in word.doc: afcoltd@btinternet.com.
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Polish National Organising Committee: M. Matera, R. Karasiewicz-Szczypiorski, P. Dyczek, 
T. Scholl, A. Deptuła, N. Lockley
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Please address all correspondence and enquiries about the Congress to:

James Hargrave 
Secretary of the Congress

afcoltd@btinternet.com
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PARTICIPATION FORM

PLEASE TYPE 

Please return the completed form by the deadline of OCTOBER 31st, 2025 (earlier if possible), to: 

James Hargrave as an E-Mail Attachment in WORD.DOC:

 afcoltd@btinternet.com 

Please note that if there are TWO AUTHORS OR MORE, I need separate forms for each individual participant.
===============================================================

Title and Name ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Affiliation-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone------------------------------------------------------

Fax-------------------------------------------------------------

E-mail----------------------------------------------------------

I will participate with a paper (  )         
I will attend without giving a paper (  )

(If applicable) session in which you wish to present a paper:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Title of paper ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Oral presentation (  )




Poster (  ) 

I shall come alone (  )     
with my spouse (  )

I shall participate in the Mid-Congress excursion (16th September) (  )

I am interested in participating in the Post-Congress excursion   (  )

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please provide your name, affiliation (postal address and your e-mail address(es)), title of paper and summary below (NOT exceeding 300 words)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Second Circular will be sent in late autumn 2025. A Third Circular will be sent in spring 2026 to those who have confirmed their participation. 
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